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SSHAP

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-07

A RESOLUTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE
SOUTH SOUND HOUSING AFFORDABILITY PARTNERS
ADOPTING A RECOMMENDATION THAT MEMBER
GOVERNMENTS PLANNING UNDER RCW 36.70A.040
INCLUDE A POLICY INCENTIVIZING CONSTRUCTION
OF HOUSING WITH UNIVERSAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES
IN THEIR 2024 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PERIODIC
UPDATES.

WHEREAS, the SSHA3P 2024 Advisory Board Work Plan, adopted by the
Executive Board on January 12, 2024, included analyzing and making a
recommendation to the SSHA3P Executive Board on inclusion of “universal design
incentives” in SSHA3P’s housing toolkit; and

WHEREAS, the SSHA3P housing toolkit is a set of policies and programs that
SSHA3P recommends to its member governments to consider implementing; and

WHEREAS, according to the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design,
“Universal Design is the design and composition of an environment so that it can be
accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people regardless
of their age, size, ability or disability”; and

WHEREAS, by the end of 2024, SSHA3P member governments planning under
RCW 36.70A.040 must adopt a Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update, which includes
a housing element that sets goals and policies for housing development in each
jurisdiction for the next 20 years; and

WHEREAS, all policies adopted by a member government must be in alignment

with the government’s Comprehensive Plan; and
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WHEREAS, the Executive Board is making an interim recommendation
regarding member governments’ Comprehensive Plan Periodic Updates to ensure that
potential future recommendations regarding specific universal design incentives are in
alignment with member governments’ Comprehensive Plans; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for accessible homes in Pierce County
demonstrated by usage of programs that fund accessibility modifications for existing
homes, such as the COPES Program (a Washington State Medicaid Waiver Program
which funded 156 modifications in Pierce County from 2021 to 2023); and

WHEREAS, there are no policies or programs in Pierce County that incentivize
or fund the inclusion of accessibility features in the new construction of residential
homes beyond accessibility requirements in the Washington State Building Code; and

WHEREAS, SSHA?3P’s mission is to create and preserve affordable, attainable,
and accessible housing across our Pierce County communities; and

WHEREAS, policies that incentivize the construction of housing designed with
universal design principles will further SSHA3P’s mission to create accessible housing
in Pierce County; and

WHEREAS, the construction of accessible housing will increase the housing
stock accessible for a wide range of the Pierce County population and especially benefit
people with disabilities and people with mobility impairments.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD RESOLVES as follows:

Section 1. The Executive Board recommends that SSHA3P member

governments planning under RCW 36.70A.040 incorporate into the

Comprehensive Plan periodic update the following goal/policy or one similar:
“Increase the supply of housing accessible for people of all ages, sizes, abilities,
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and disabilities by incentivizing the construction of housing designed with
universal design principles.”

Section 2. The Executive Board recommends that SSHA3P member
governments planning under RCW 36.70A.040 incorporate into the
Comprehensive Plan periodic update the following narrative pieces, or ones
similar, to provide context for the goal/policy outlined in Section 1:

a. “Pierce County’s aging population is growing. In 2020, the percentage
of the Pierce County population aged 60 and older was 21%." This
number is expected to increase to 24% by 2030, 26% by 2040, and
29% by 2050. 2 In 2022, the median household income with a
householder 65 or older was $68,231, $25,189 less than the county-
wide median household income of $93,420.%”

b. “In Pierce County, 14% of the population has a disability.* In 2022, the
percentage of people with a disability in Pierce County whose
household earned below the poverty level was 14.9%, compared to a
county-wide rate of 9.0%.%"

c. “The 2011 American Housing Survey results indicate that in the West
Region of the United States, which includes Washington and 13 other
states, 41.2% of housing units are potentially modifiable, 4.5% of units
are livable for individuals with moderate mobility difficulties, and 0.15%
of housing units are wheelchair accessible.®”

d. “Incentivizing the construction of housing built with universal design
features can increase the accessibility of the housing stock. According
to the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design, ‘Universal Design is
the design and composition of an environment so that it can be
accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all
people regardless of their age, size, ability or disability.” Universal

12020 Decennial Census

2 Washington State Office of Financial Management population projections

32022 American Community Survey 1-year estimates

42022 American Community Survey 1-year estimates

52022 American Community Survey 1-year estimates

6 See https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/accessibility-america-housingStock.pdf p. 26 of
report (p. 31 of PDF). The 2011 American Housing Survey defines levels of accessibility as follows: 1) ‘potentially
modifiable’ means the unit includes a stepless entry from the exterior and a bathroom and bedroom on the entry
level or an elevator in the unit; 2) ‘livable for individuals with moderate mobility difficulties’ includes all elements
in level 1 plus no steps between rooms or rails/grab bars along all steps and an accessible bathroom with grab
bars; and 3) ‘wheelchair accessible’ includes all elements in levels 1 and 2 but removes the possibility of any steps
between rooms, even if grab bars are present, and adds door handles and sink handles/levers.

Resolution No. 2024-07
October 4, 2024
Page 3 of 5



85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110

111
112

113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123

124
125
126
127
128
129

SSHAP

Design is a design philosophy that, when incorporated into housing
design, can create homes that are accessible for a wide range of the
population and especially benefit people with disabilities and people
with mobility impairments.”

“There is not a standardized list of universal design features, but there
are many example design standards developed by state and local
governments, nonprofit organizations, and advocacy groups. Some
features are those included in the design of a home up-front, while
other standards outline structural and electrical infrastructure that
facilitate future modifications.”

“In addition to increasing housing accessibility, housing built with
universal design features can increase housing affordability by
preventing the need for future home modifications, facilitating
modifications that otherwise may be more expensive, and allowing
people to remain in their home as they age, have changing health
concerns, or experience other life events.”

“To incentivize the construction of housing designed with universal
design principles, actions will be taken to understand what design
features are needed most in the community and how to best
incentivize the inclusion of these features in construction of new
homes.”

Section 3. This Resolution will take effect and be in full force upon passage
and signature.

Adopted this___4th day of __ October , 2024.

SOUTH SOUND HOUSING AFFORDABILITY PARTNERS

P rtcoe_

Kim Roscoe, CHAIR
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ATTEST:

Jas% Gauthier
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